The Five Taslims
Manrique: Your Majesty has no objection, I trust, to my visit-
ing the capital. The Portuguese there would be grievously dis-
appointed were I to return without giving them spiritual comfort.
When the King intimated that there was no objection, the Friar
made a third taslim.
Manrique: Your Majesty will think me importunate. But I
have a last favour to ask. If the Portuguese and other Christians
who are your Majesty's servants are to live contented, as it is to
your Majesty's interest that they should, the provision of a church
for them at the capital will be found expedient. Have I your
Majesty's permission to build such a church?
This request Thiri-thu-dhamma might have refused. His pre-
decessors had not encouraged a resident priest. There was always
the danger that when foreigners had a recognized meeting-place
they might use it for purposes less blameless than religion. Foreign
mercenaries were particularly apt to conspire. What better place
for conspiracy than a church? However, he had made up his mind
to meet this friar. The report that the Portuguese at Dianga were
plotting against him had been a great shock. Had it been true, the
defences of his northern province would have been seriously
weakened. The affair had brought home to him the necessity of
improving his relations with the Portuguese. He could not sup-
pose that his projected attack on Dianga had made them love Turn
more. Clearly it was a moment for concessions. He sanctioned the
building of a church. Manrique made a fourth tasUm.
It would seem that this audience was of an informal or private
character. The kings of the East, even on occasion the Son of
Heaven himself, were wont to converse at their ease with Jesuits
and friars. They did not use the same state with them as with lay
envoys. Their cloth no doubt was then* passport. Maybe, too, the
kings were glad of an excuse for informality. On this present
occasion we cannot suppose that Thiri-thu-dhamma was at his
window-throne. He will have been seated on a dais among
cushions and rugs. When the business was over and a secretary
had been told to draft the necessary orders, betel was brought in
on a gold tray studded with jewels. On the tray, which was shaped
like a large tazza, was a variety of little vessels or boxes containing
the nut, the lime, and the leaf. Thiri-thu-dhamma took up one of
these, a box of heavy gold ornamented with sapphires and rubies,
and presented it to Manrique, who performed a fifth tastim. His
Majesty then rose and Manrique accompanied him as far as the
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